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About Metro Arts

aŜǘǊƻ bŀǎƘǾƛƭƭŜ !Ǌǘǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ άaŜǘǊƻ !Ǌǘǎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
Arts + Culture for the city of Nashville and Davidson County. 
Metro Arts is a branch of Metro Government that strives to 
ensure that all Nashvillians have access to a creative life through 
community investments, artist and organizational training, public 
art and creative placemaking coordination, and direct programs. 
We believe that arts drive a more vibrant and equitable 
community. Metro Nashville Arts Commission was established by 
Metro Ordinance in 1978.





About Metro Arts Grants
aŜǘǊƻ !ǊǘǎΩ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦǳƴŘ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
disciplines and project -based grants through funding allocated by the 
Metro Council. Our grant programs support creative work that addresses 
one or more of the community outcomes we seek to achieve:

ÅStronger Creative Workforce
ÅVibrant, Creative Neighborhoods
ÅDeeper Cultural Participation

Year-to -year, Metro Arts funding, approvals and awards are contingent on 
the budget allocated to Metro Arts each year through the Metro Nashville 
government process. Funding is not guaranteed, and overall funding may 
vary from year to year.



Thrive Overview
Å Thrive supports artist -led, community -based art projects 

that include collaboration between artists, community 
residents, community partners, and organizations.

Å Proposal must directly support the performance, 
exhibition, instruction, creation, or education in the arts.
Å Art refers to several artistic genres including, but not limited 

to dance, film and media arts, craft, literary arts, music, 
performance art, multidisciplinary work, theater, or visual 
arts.

Å All proposed projects or programming must take place in 
Davidson County.

Å Thrive project proposals may request up to $15,000.



Thrive Overview
{ǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ aŜǘǊƻ !ǊǘǎΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘǊƛǾŜ 
goals and objectives by:
ÅImpacting neighborhoods or communities
ÅActively engaging residents through community input in 

project planning, decision -making and artmaking
ÅExhibiting and promoting cultural equity in project design, 

process, and content



Applicant Eligibility Criteria 
ÅIndividual artists, artist teams or collectives, and 

nonprofit organizations are eligible to apply. 
ÅArtists are defined as practitioners in a specific artist 

genre, including but not limited to dance, film and 
media arts, craft, literary arts, music, performance art, 
multidisciplinary work, theater, or visual arts. 

ÅApplicant must identify a lead artist and/or project 
lead.



Applicant Eligibility Criteria 

Individual Artist  
ÅArtist must be 18 years of age or older.
ÅArtist must live or primarily work in 

Davidson County.
ÅIndividual artists must apply with a fiscal 

sponsor.



Applicant Eligibility Criteria 
Artist Collectives
ÅArtist Collectives are art organizations or 

artist teams that do not hold nonprofit   
501(c)(3) status.
ÅArtist Collectives must be based in and 

conduct the majority of their programming in 
Nashville/Davidson County.
ÅArtist Collectives must apply with a fiscal 

sponsor.



Applicant Eligibility Criteria 
Nonprofit Organizations 
ÅOrganizations must be chartered in the state of Tennessee 

and tax -exempt under the IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).
ÅOrganizations must submit their IRS Letter of Determination 

with an effective date of exemption of May 1, 2025, or earlier.
ÅMust be active and in good standing with the Tennessee 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
Charitable Solicitations, indicating the agency is currently 
duly registered to solicit public funds in Tennessee.
ÅOrganizations must have a business address located in 

Davidson County and operate the majority of its 
programming in Nashville.



Applicant Eligibility Criteria 
Individuals or entities that cannot  receive a Metro Arts 
Thrive grant include:
ÅEmployees of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville 

and Davidson County, including Metro Nashville Public 
Schools
ÅMembers of the Metro Nashville Arts Commission or 

their immediate family and household members
ÅElected officials of the Metropolitan Government of 

Nashville and Davidson County or Metro Nashville Public 
School Board



Applicant Eligibility Criteria 
Individuals or entities that cannot  receive a Metro Arts 
Thrive grant include:
ÅPaid full -time executive -level staff of organizations that 

received a Metro Arts General Operating Support grant 
in either of the two previous fiscal years 
ÅColleges or universities
ÅάCǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ abt{-affiliated booster 

clubs, and other organizations whose primary purpose is 
to support government agencies or initiatives
ÅOrganizations whose primary purpose or activities 

involve religious practices or intent



Applicant Eligibility Criteria 
Å Only one Thrive submission per applicant. 
Å Lead artists and/ or project leads may only be listed on one 

application. 
Å Organizations cannot receive Thrive and Metro Arts General 

Operating Support grants in the same grant cycle. Organizations 
may only apply for one grant each cycle. 

Å Please contact Metro Arts with any questions regarding 
eligibility.



Questions?



Fiscal Sponsorship
ÅMetro Arts can only distribute grants to nonprofit 

organizations. 
ÅIndividual artists or artist collectives who are not 

registered Tennessee 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organizations must work with a fiscal sponsor to 
receive funding. 

ÅMetro Arts will not match or assign artists with fiscal 
sponsors, but applicants may ask Metro Arts for 
assistance in identifying potential fiscal sponsors. 



Fiscal Sponsorship
To serve as a fiscal sponsor, an organization must 
meet the following criteria:
ÅBe chartered in the state of Tennessee and tax -

exempt under the IRS Code Section 501(c)(3).
ÅHave an IRS Letter of Determination with an 

effective date of exemption of May 1, 2025, or earlier.
ÅBe active and in good standing with the Tennessee 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
Office of Charitable Solicitations



Fiscal Sponsorship

ÅFiscal sponsors and applicants must complete a Letter 
of Fiscal Sponsorship and Letter of Agreement that 
ŀŦŦƛǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŦƻǊ 
the specific applicant and project. 

ÅThe Agreement will outline respective roles and 
responsibilities, including fund disbursement, 
reporting, and other logistics. 

ÅA resource guide including these required documents 
is available on the Metro Arts website. 



Fiscal Sponsorship
Metro Arts provides fiscal sponsors $750 for administrative 
support costs. This amount will be allocated in addition to the 
approved grant amount 
Å For example, if the approved project budget is $15,000, the 

total grant will be $15,750. 
Applicants that hold 501(c)(3) nonprofit status and do not have a 
fiscal sponsor will not receive the administrative support 
allocation.       

Serving as a Fiscal Sponsor for Thrive projects does not 
disqualify an organization from applying for or receiving a grant 
from Metro Arts (Operating Support or its own Thrive grant). 



Questions?



Proposal Requirements

ÅProposal must directly support the performance, 
exhibition, instruction, creation, or education 
in/of the arts.
ÅThe proposed project activities and/or program 

must take place in Davidson County.
ÅProposals may request up to $15,000.



Proposal Requirements
ÅAll Thrive projects must obtain all permits, licenses, and 

permissions necessary for their project and comply with 
all applicable laws and regulations. 

ÅApplicants are highly encouraged to research the 
process for obtaining any permits and regulatory 
requirements on the front end to effectively plan project 
timelines and execute the project on the proposed 
timeline. 



Proposal Requirements
ÅAll Thrive projects that propose to work directly with minors 

(defined as persons under age 18) must have background checks 
for all adults. The applicant will be required to submit an 
attestation form that attests that all adults who participate in the 
programming or instruction of minors have satisfactory 
background checks within the last 5 years. This includes the lead 
artist, contract artists, organization staff or others involved in the 
project work. 

The background check attestation form is available in the resource 
guide. Download and complete that form so that you can include it in 
your Submittable application.



Ineligible Projects 
ÅProjects with a primary purpose of workforce or career 

development 
ÅScholarly research 
ÅProjects with a primary purpose of fundraising (i.e., galas or 

major fundraising events)
ÅCreation, installation, and maintenance of public artwork in/on 

public property, including the public right of way. Public art is 
defined as artwork that is accessible to the public and created 
through a public process that considers the social and physical 
context of the site.
ÅOutdoor murals 



Expenses



Expenses



Grant Cycle Timeline
ÅAll proposed project activities should take place between 

October 1, 2026 ς June 30, 2027.
ÅIf awarded, payment disbursement can be expected to 

begin in October 2026 (upon timely submission of 
required grant acceptance forms and contract processing). 



Questions?



How to Submit an Application
Metro Arts utilizes an online application system called 
Submittable. All applications must be completed and submitted 
using this system. The application portal can be accessed at 
https://mnac.submittable.com/submit . Keep in mind that 
submitted applications are considered public record and can be 
reviewed by the public.

Submittable is a non -Metro -based platform. Technical questions 
about the portal (account set up, technical difficulties, etc.) 
should be directed to 
https://www.submittable.com/help/submitter/ . 


